MORGAN COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
September 14, 2015
Be it remembered that a Morgan County Legislative Session was begun and held in the town of Wartburg, Tennessee on the 14th day of September, 2015.  The Honorable Don Edwards was present and presiding.

The following members were present:

Dennis Freels, David Hamby, Travis Gosnell, David Hennessee, Lee Smith, Patricia Goad, Michael McGrath, Jerry Zorsch, Janet Adkisson, Freddie Seavers, Mark Sweat, Randy Roberts, Steve Walls, Earl Headrick, Paul Scarbrough, Fred Snow
Absent were:  Bill Shannon, Terry Jackson (Chairman Edwards stated for the record that Commissioner Shannon had called on Friday to say he had a military reunion and would not be able to attend the commission meeting.)
Also present were: Morgan County Clerk Cheryl Collins and Morgan County Finance Director Gary Howard; where and when the following had and entered to wit:

Sheriff Freytag called the session to order.
Invocation was led by Reverend David Graves
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Reverend David Graves
Chairman Edwards opened the floor for citizen comments:

Linda Beeler – voiced her concern about speaking to commissioners, also voiced her concern about wheel tax and that the citizens should be able to vote on this
James Lyles – voiced his opinion of no wheel tax

Donald Jones – stated that he has been keeping the road side park on Hwy 27 up for the last 25 years and due to his health condition would like some help from the county to keep it up.  

Valerie Buglespoker – voice her concern with being taxed to death
Ronnie Morgan – asked if paying wheel tax would reduce the amount of land tax owed.  Chairman Edwards stated that this was not true.
Lucy Freytag – voiced her concern with the conducting of the last meeting, wheel tax could help the county

Joe Fox – voiced his concern with the commissioners implementing a wheel tax without the citizens getting a voice in the vote

Richard Bunch – voiced his concern with the wheel tax and the commissioners leaving it to the people to vote on it.

#1 – Approval of Minutes and Financial Statements

Motion made by Commissioner Sweat and seconded by Commissioner Zorsch to approve the minutes and financial reports 
Motion passed unanimously.

#2 – Notaries

Motion by Commissioner Seavers and seconded by Commissioner Headrick to approve the following notary application which includes:

Denise Seiber


Katie VanWitzenburg
Motion passed unanimously.  

Chairman Edwards asked Mark Keck Veteran Service officer to make his presentation.  Mr. Keck stated that due to the unexpected generosity of the commission he will be hiring a part-time person to help with the Veteran Service Office.  An ad will be placed in a local paper and radio to fill the position.  He stated that the Tennessee Dept. of Veteran Affairs have changed their name to Tennessee Dept. of Veteran Services.  They are not the Veteran Administration.  He also answered a question raised by a few commissioners concerning retirement pay vs. pension.  Pensions are paid by Veteran Services and Retirement is paid by Dept. of Defense, retirement is not included in his monthly totals.
Election of Chairman for County Commission
Chairman Edwards opened floor for nomination for Chairman of Commission

Commissioner Smith nominated Executive Don Edwards
Voice vote taken for approval of Executive Don Edwards as Chairman

Motion approve unanimously.

Election of Chairman Pro-Temp

Chairman Edwards opened floor for nomination for Chairman Pro-Temp 

Commissioner Roberts nominated Freddie Seavers

Voice vote taken for approval of Freddie Seavers as Chairman Pro-Temp

Motion approved unanimously.

#3 Resolution – Proclamation of September as National Preparedness Month
Commissioner Seavers made a motion to approve the Resolution proclaiming September as National Preparedness Month, Commissioner Zorsch seconded.
Motion passed unanimously.
#4 – Motion – Appointment of Steve Walls to Public Records Commission 
Commissioner McGrath made a motion to approve the appointment of Steve Walls to the Public Records Commission, Commissioner Seavers seconded. 

Motion passed unanimously.

Chairman Edwards asked Alfred Branim to explain the goal of the Chamber for the future.  The ideas presented came from all the chamber members.  They hope to have a Chamber director in place by October 15th and have the new director attend the November commission meeting and meet everyone.  It is the desire of Mr. Branim to come to the Commission meeting after the first quarter of 2016 and see how far they have progressed with their plans.  Commissioner Smith asked if the Chamber would be occupying the Visitors Center.  Mr. Branim stated that the Chamber Director along with a Title V employee and the volunteers that the Visitors Center have currently will do their best to man the Visitors Center.  However, the Chamber Director will need to be visiting all the businesses and getting to know the communities.  
Chairman Edwards presented a Resolution passed by the Morgan County School Board encouraging the County Commission to implement the wheel tax avoiding the citizen’s from voting on it.  

#5 Motion – Place The Referendum of A Wheel Tax on the Next Appropriate Election
Commissioner Hennessee made a motion to place the Referendum of Obtaining a Wheel Tax on ballot of next appropriate election, Commissioner Freels seconded.  Commissioner Seavers asked if there was an additional cost to adding a referendum on the ballot.  Chairman Edwards stated there was not if an election were already in place. Commissioner Seavers stated that the county needs to look into other ways to increase revenue other than taxing the citizens.  His suggestion was a liquor by the drink or bottle referendum.  Commissioner Scarbrough asked about the fees and how it is to be worded on the referendum.  Chairman Edwards stated that the referendum would have to be worded to accomplish the goals the county has for the use of funds.  

 #5a – Motion to Table the Wheel Tax Referendum Until Specific Language Can Be Obtained
Commissioner Scarbrough made a motion to table Motion #5 until the next commission meeting with more specific language, Commissioner Walls seconded.
Motion passed 14-2 (Freels, Sweat – No)

Refer the referendum to the finance committee to present at next commission meeting with specific language.
Chairman Edwards presented to the commissioners the lawsuit by Sheriff Freytag and response from the county attorney.  Commissioner Roberts asked if the county was going to hire an attorney or use the county attorney; since the county attorney has represented the Sheriff previously.  Chairman Edwards stated that the Sheriff has hired his own attorney and that Morgan County will be using Joe Judkins the County Attorney to represent. Commissioners asked if there were going to be negotiations between the county and the sheriff before the trial. Commissioner Roberts asked if there is a state statute of requirements for the number of officers per number of miles in county or population. At the present time the Executive is unaware.
#6 – Motion - Schedule Meeting between County Attorney and County Commission
Commissioner Seavers made a motion to meet with the County Attorney in private to discuss the lawsuit, Commissioner Roberts seconded.

Motion passed unanimously.

Chairman Edwards presented a set of minutes from September 13, 2010 where the legislative body gave the Archives Committee the right to use the old jail.  There is currently a room still being occupied by the jail that the archives would like to use as a conference room.  The sheriff stated that he will have that cleaned out within the next two weeks.
Budget Committee

#7 - Budget Amendment – 101-1  Economic & Community Development
Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve amendment 101-1 funding for the Chamber of Commerce, Commissioner Freels seconded.
Motion passed unanimously.

#8 – Budget Amendment – 101-2  Veteran’s Services

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve amendment 101-2 for funding of Veteran’s Services, Commissioner McGrath seconded.

Motion passed unanimously.

#9 – Budget Amendment – 101-3 Sheriff’s Dept.

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve amendment 101-3 for GHSO Grant monies, Commissioner Zorsch seconded.

Motion passed unanimously.

#10 – Budget Amendment – 101-4 – Health Department

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve amendment 101-4 to place the reserved fees back into Health Dept. budget, Commissioner Seavers seconded.

Motion passed unanimously.

#11 – Budget Amendment – 131-1 Highway Department

Commissioner Sweat made a motion to approve amendment 131-1 for highway department insurance proceeds, Commissioner McGrath seconded.
Motion passed unanimously.

#12 – Budget Amendments – Board of Education #1- #3

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve amendments #1-#3 for Board of Education, Commissioner Hennessee seconded.
Motion passed unanimously.

Road Committee
#13 Motion  - Lowering of Speed Limits on Certain Roads in County

Commissioner Walls made a motion by recommendation from road committee to lower the speed limits on certain roads as follows:

Central Avenue in Rugby from 35 mph – 15 mph


Pine Flatt Road in Deer Lodge from 35 mph – 25 mph


Jerry Jones Rd in Coalfield from 35 mph – 15 mph (not currently posted)
All of these roads were at the request of 100% of the residents on these roads.
Motion seconded by Commissioner Gosnell
Motion approved unanimously.

#14 – Motion –  To Send to Finance Committee for Proper Language - Adding Two Referendums to Ballot Which Would Allow Alcohol by the Drink and Alcohol by the Bottle

Commissioner Seavers made a motion to send to finance committee for proper language two separate referendums on ballot to allow alcohol by the drink and alcohol by the bottle, Commissioner McGrath seconded.  Commissioner McGrath’s argument is that the county will not grow without businesses moving into our area, and without selling liquor they will not move into our county.  Much discussion was held by commission.
Chairman Edwards called for a roll call vote.


David Hennessee
-
Yes

Travis Gosnell 
-
No

Lee Smith

-
Yes

Patricia Goad
-
No


Michael McGrath
-
Yes

Mark Sweat 

-
No


Jerry Zorsch

-
Yes

Earl Headrick
-
No


Janet Adkisson
-
Yes

Paul Scarbrough
-
No


Freddie Seavers
-
Yes

Fred Snow

-
No


Randy Roberts
-
Yes


Steve Walls

-
Yes


Dennis Freels
-
Yes


David Hamby
-
Yes
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#14a – Motion to Table Motion#14     WITHDRAWN
Commissioner Gosnell made a motion to table until next meeting, Commissioner Headrick seconded.

Matthew Brown asked about educating the public and how is that to be paid for?  Chairman Edwards stated that placing a written article in the paper does not cost anything.

#15 – Motion To Send to Finance Committee for Increase Sales Tax to Make a Uniform Sales Tax on Referendum
Commissioner Hamby made a motion to send to finance committee a referendum recommendation to increase sales tax rate by ¾ of a cent to make the sales tax rate uniform throughout the county, Commissioner Freels seconded.  This would increase the county revenue approximately $42,000.00 of which approximately $30,000.00 would go to the schools.
Chairman Edwards called for a roll call vote


Michael McGrath
-
Yes

Patricia Goad
-
No


Jerry Zorsch

-
Yes

Janet Adkisson
-
No


Randy Roberts
-
Yes

Freddie Seavers
-
No


Fred Snow

-
Yes

Mark Sweat

-
No


Dennis Freels
-
Yes

Steve Walls

-
No


David Hamby
-
Yes

Earl Headrick
-
No


Lee Smith

-
Yes

Paul Scarbrough
-
No








Travis Gosnell
-
No
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There being no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Roberts made a motion to adjourn, Commissioner Walls seconded.  

Motion carried.

